CTE and STEM Newsletter

April 2021
We’re open(ing)!
Friends - we’re excited to share with you that the High Desert ESD has given the thumbs-up for us to work with you in your buildings, as
needed and as approved by your administration. Let us know if we can stop by for a visit!

Announcements
Mini Grant Success Stories
We’re hearing stories about the impact of the mini-grants that we provided to our teachers. If you received a mini grant, we would love to
hear stories or share photos from your projects!
Jim Crouch from Crook County Middle School. As he was sharing the news of his grant with a local lumber yard, the lumber yard offered to
match the grant that he received from the HDESD! What a great partnership!

Job Openings
Below are openings that we have been made aware of. If you have others to share, please send them to Brook Rich.
●
●
●
●

1.0 FTE Automotive and Future Energy Teacher - Bend Senior High School
1.0 FTE Engineering and Manufacturing Teacher - Bend Senior High School
1.0 FTE Welding and Fabrication Teacher - The Dalles High School
1.0 FTE Health Occupations Teacher - Ridgeview High School

CTE Program of Study Meetings
We are working to schedule POS meetings for this spring. We will be budgeting for 21-22 Perkins funds. Please contact Regine Childs with
any questions.

CTE Program of Study Lead
Interested in leadership opportunities within your CTE program of study area? Join us for a no-obligation informational session (TBD). If you
are selected as a lead, you will receive a stipend, Professional Learning Community training through Solution Tree, and PDUs. The
commitment is through June 2022. Contact Regine Childs for more information.

STEM Week Oregon is May 8th-16th, 2021
While STEM happens year round, we highlight STEM events and activities during STEM Week Oregon. This year we have partnered with
ReMake Learning Days Across America to provide opportunities to engage your students in STEM activities and win prizes:
●
●
●
●

Sign-up for FREE virtual events using the Mid-Valley STEM Hub shared form!
Be sure to sign-up for week-long access to Picture a Scientist movie screening
Register your public or private event to be entered for draw prizes
Apply for a micro-grants for public events from ReMake Learning Days

2
●

Connect with Industry Pros from across Oregon who are eager to share their love of STEM with the next generation - your students!
Need more information on Oregon Connections, REGISTER for an upcoming training session or contact Kathy Alexander.

STEM Bites by STEM Oregon
Oregon’s regional STEM Hubs have come together to bring engaging, hands-on science and engineering learning ideas to K-6 educators
across the state! Using simple, easy to find materials, each “BITE” can be done at home, in a classroom, or in a program space. New STEM
Bites will be added through 2021.

STEM Juntos Aprendemos Partnership
Through an innovative partnership with the Juntos Aprendemos program, STEM learning kits were provided to 75 youth. This was a great
learning experience for some of the youngest students we serve. What a great opportunity! Thank you to Gabriela Peden for your hard
work on this project! For more information on the Juntos Aprendemos program, please visit their website.
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CO STEM Hub Lending Library is OPEN
The Central Oregon STEM Hub Lending Library is open - cleaning protocols are in place! As we review materials in the library, we are looking
for YOUR INPUT on items you would like to see added to the collection. If you need an account, please complete this new borrower request.
Contact Kathy Alexander for more information.

Student Opportunities
Natural Resource Virtual Job Fair
Our Central Oregon Natural Resource partners have prepared a YouTube Virtual Job Fair with positions for over 100 youth open this
summer! If you have high school/college students looking for summer employment, watch for the link coming to high school CTE teachers
and Career Center Coordinators on April 19th. Contact Tracy Willson-Scott or Regine Childs for more information.

Education in Our Future
Do you know a student who aspires to be a teacher? Education in Our Future (EIOF), a Grow Your Own collaboration, has an outstanding
opportunity for future teachers. View information on the upcoming EIOF Conference and EIOF Pathways Information Night. Inspire others to
teach! Contact Angie Cole for more information.

CTE-Specific Trainings
Career Tree

The Career Tree is a tool that helps every student embrace their “Light at the End of the Tunnel” school experience. For more information,
contact your school counselor or School-to-Career Coordinator. Contact Regine Childs or Sign up for training.

STEM-Specific Trainings
Rural STE(A)M Learning Collaboratives - K-8 Educators
Join us on April 22nd for a Central Oregon focused Rural STE(A)M Learning Collaborative where we will share-out our successes and
brainstorm summer/fall sessions - what do you want to see happen? This is a unique opportunity for rural K-8 administrators and educators
to contribute to and lead regional visioning for new approaches for the future of rural STE(A)M education. Join the conversation.
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NASA Educator Curriculum Development Workshop - MS Teachers
In August, we will be offering a fun, hands-on three-day workshop providing a chance to collaborate with peers to develop low-tech and
high-tech remote sensing engineering projects to drive student learning of NGSS Earth & Space, Life, Physical and Engineering Design
standards using models based on actual NASA missions. Learn how to incorporate earth & space sciences using robots/UAVs as a remote
sensing platform, then apply those resources and skills as you develop NASA-based data-collecting models. Watch for more information
coming soon or contact Tracy Willson-Scott.

Open-to-All Trainings
Math in Real Life

Math in Real Life: Have you ever had a student ask, “When are we going to use that math in real life?” As educators, we may struggle to show
kids how what they are learning in class has real life implications. Designing lessons that show how math is used in real life can be
challenging. Join a cohort of educators to explore how to integrate MIRL. Join us June 21-25th to work on some real life math projects.
Collaborate on the mathematics used and how to best integrate real life math applications into your scope and sequence.
We will be working on woodshop projects guided by a local construction teacher, Data Science, Future City Projects and how to develop
Desmos activities. Contact Regine Childs for more information.

Oregon Open Learning Hub
Did you know educators across the state are sharing instructional resources? Learn more about this resource called Oregon Open Learning
OER. If you’re just getting started, check out the Oregon Open Learning User Guide.

Central Oregon Educator Externships
Space is limited to join our Summer 2021 Educator Externships in the Trades or Computer Science. Join us August 17th-20th as we meet
on-site with industry partners, who want to provide you with real-world classroom connections. Educator compensation available. For more
information on Trades contact Regine Childs or Computer Science contact Tracy Willson-Scott.

Advising for Future Ready Careers
Upcoming Webinar - Join NCWIT Counselors for Computing (C4C) on 4/21/2021 to learn more about Advising for Future Ready Careers in
STEM! Kevin Nolten from Cyber.org and Samina Mondal, founder of Cyberweek.org will share about Cybersecurity careers and the many
educational pathways for students in cybersecurity! The first 150 *eligible participants to register and attend will receive a $25 Amazon Gift
Card and free C4C Resource Kit (with posters, VR Headset, talking point cards, magazines and more!) mailed to them! All are welcome to
attend!

Resources
●
●

●

●
●
●

Central Oregon Virtual Explorations - In a collective effort led by the Children’s Forest of Central Oregon, local community partners
are offering virtual explorations. Access these amazing resources: Nature Based Distance Learning
Oregon Open Learning Hub - There are FREE uploaded resources for educators at the Oregon Open Learning Hub. Check out these
NGSS Professional Learning Resources. Need help navigating the website, contact tracy.willson-scott@hdesd.org
Oregon Connections Powered by Nepris - Oregon Connections is the next generation, web-based tool that makes it easy for industry
professionals to connect with K-20 educators. Please contact us for an individual free training 30-minute workshop on how to
navigate Oregon Connections. Participants that attend training will receive a one-year FREE Platinum license with UNLIMITED
access to industry professionals.
Building Futures Magazine - awesome resource for our Construction and Engineering programs. Check it out!
Oregon CTE Network Update Blog - see updates on CTE in Oregon here!
STEM@Home for Families and Youth: OSU Precollege Programs has launched a series of FREE virtual STEM@Home webinars and
recordings for families and the general public. To sign-up or learn more visit STEM@Home.

Contact Us
Kathy Alexander - 541.693.5775
Brook Rich - 541.279.1077
Tracy Willson-Scott - 541.633.3443

Regine Childs - 541.693.5681
Leslie Waetjen - 541.693.5674

